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A new year; with it brings new shows, new dogs, new ex-
periences and new friends.  Such a lot to anticipate! 

For those members who have not had the opportunity to 
attend the CDJA on-line seminars held the last Tuesday of the 
month, you are missing out on some great seminars! A list of up-
coming seminars is in this newsletter. Kudos to Steve Dainard for 
organizing these seminars and to the folks that have agreed to 
present them.  They are excellent, and a definite perque of mem-
bership in the CDJA.  

Thanks go to Kim Leblanc for this month’s feature article 
on the Siberian Husky and also, to Ginny Lyne who provided pho-
tos of the Victoria  Island Judges’ Seminar.  

Cyberspace never fails to amaze me—Kim is in Ontario,  
this newsletter is being organized from California, and on-line 
seminars are accessible to members who have internet access, 
no matter where they are.  How darn convenient is that?   

Also in this issue, is a letter from The Basset Club of Can-
ada, which promotes the use of ramps in judging this low-set, 
heavy breed.  It raises some very interesting points. 

Our Publicity Chairman, Richard Paquette has resigned 
his post due to his election as a CKC Director.  We extend sin-
cere thanks to Richard for his hard work and years of dedication 
to the CDJA and its goals. Thanks and welcome to Barbara Heal, 
who has agreed to take on this important position.      

Until next time… 

Nancy Popovich   

This newsletter is published quarterly by the  CDJA              
  DEADLINE for SUBMISSIONS:    1st  Quarter- Jan. 31;   2nd 

Quarter - Apr. 30;   3rd Quarter- July 31; 4th Quarter - Oct. 31 

This newsletter is the official publication of the Canadian Dog Judges Association 
(CDJA).  The opinions expressed herein are those of the respective authors and not neces-
sarily those of the Editor or the Board of the CDJA.  The Editor reserves the right to rea-
sonably edit all material submitted for publication.  Permission to reprint is granted, pro-
vided proper credit is given to the author, the CDJA and the newsletter. 



 

There has been little activity since I wrote you, but here is an  
update:  

I attended the Board meeting of the new CKC Board in January – it was inter-
esting to watch the interaction of the new group – there is potential there for some 
changes and some action. I wish them all the best.  

Chair for this term is Dwain MacLean.  I have provided a full list of appoint-
ments to Nancy. Most relevant to judges are: EOC liaison – Margaret Jones, Confor-
mation Council – Bob Rowbotham, Breed Standards – Jim Campbell, Obedience – 
John Werle.  

The main topics of discussion were the FCI situation and the Charity show.  
There was agreement that the FCI situation has gone on far too long, that we need 
to settle it, that the extension to February has negligible impact . There had been a 
proposal from FCI to grandfather all judges who had judged a CACIB show prior to 
Dec, 2007, but any new judge would have to judge 4 shows within 2 years at a Na-
tional level in a FCI country before getting CACIB approval . 

This was not accepted as it was felt it created a 2 tier system of judges. Mr 
MacLean asked me to speak on this idea. I expressed the frustration we as judges 
have felt; I agreed that rules need to apply equally to all Canadian judges; that most 
felt an equal & reciprocal arrangement would be best.  

A motion was passed giving the Chair and CEO a mandate to meet with the 
FCI representative (Miguel Martinez) to ARRIVE at a settlement. It was strongly sug-
gested a judge be appointed to join in the discussions.  

As for the Charity show, there was much discussion as to its role, its future, 
many aspects of its being. A committee was struck to review it following this show, 
and plan for 2010. (Richard Paquette, Margaret Jones, Bob ROwbotham)  
Board meeting dates for 2009 are: March 21 – 22; Apr 30, May 1 (in Moncton), with 
the AGM May 2; Sept. 19 – 20; Dec. 9 – 10 (mid week).  

Early December I met with VP’s Carmen Haller & Steve Dainard in Toronto 
where we discussed various items for the operation and future direction of CDJA. 
Carmen was down to judge at a show, it was the CKC Board weekend, we hadn’t 
been able to get together at the AGM and so it seemed timely for us to have some 
time together.  

We talked about the on line ; recognition of retiring members ; improving our 
contacts with National Specialty Clubs; further official recognition of some of our 
committee chairs who technically are not part of the Exec – Newsletter, Membership, 
Technology, Sponsor Liaison; some ideas that CDJA could consider and then take to 
EOC .  

3 



Treasurer’s Report 01 October to 31 December 2009

   

Balance Forward: 30 September 2008   $22 915.16 
Revenues:       $  4 958.11  

Expenses:       $  6 571.40  

Cash Balance:         31 December 2008   $ 21 286.87 
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Docking & Cropping Committee report. Mr Hodgkinson presented a report 
with the recommendation to judges to follow the standards – DQ when defined, 
penalize when defined, if standard is unspecific; judge must use his own discre-
tion. Suggested Board instruct CEO to consult the membership as to its opinions, 
particularly national breed clubs on ears, tails & dew claws. Suggested Board in-
vestigate laws in each province and be aware of movements in the public.  Board 
should take a role as a leader rather than a reactor to this situation.  

Legislation Committee removed sections in Policy referring to cropping & 
docking. Again non-judge, but on Sunday I am told the Board rescinded all mo-
tions pertaining to show dates, priority dates that had been made (that were to 
come into effect Jan 1/2010) until new council could review and amend. There 
were too many conflicts to be handled.  

Introduction to Judging Seminar (Judging 101) This seminar is a pre-
requisite for new judges. It has been held in various locations across the country, 
sponsored by Study Groups, but of late has been held only once a year in conjunc-
tion with the annual Judge Conference. I have recently had requests from hopeful 
judges that there be more occasions available. So I am turning to the Study 
Groups and asking if any of you are interested in putting on a Judging 101 in your 
area. That’s all for now.  Stay warm & dry   



  

I was judging in Brantford in early December and stopped by CKC offices to 
meet with Elio Furlan. I shared concerns about the importance of a viable venue for 
the annual CDJA/CKC Conference. Rick Beauchamp’s cancellation as keynote 
speaker has cost our organization money. This situation was unforeseen. However, 
in the future, we also need to consider the number of study groups and judges that 
are supportive of continuing education when deciding on a location.   

Discussion was held regarding the importance of judges receiving breed stan-
dards and a package of breed specific information BEFORE a breed is allowed to be 
exhibited. 

Concerns were raised regarding reinstatement of dogs that have bitten a 
judge, better dissemination of information regarding educational requirements. 

I also met with Steve Dainard  and  Thora Brown to discuss education, com-
munication, and all the ways we can better meet the needs of our membership. 

I am continuing to work at providing articles for Canine Review.  The follow up 
to what judges appreciate in an exhibitor is what the exhibitors expect from their 
judges.  As per our last meeting, I will then embark on articles regarding the issues of 
cropping and docking, use of ramps, tables & wickets from a judge’s point of view. 

Although our Sponsorship support from Purina has been substantially cut 
back, at this time there is no plan to cut back funding to the regional study groups. 
That’s all for now.  
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The online seminars continue to gain in popularity.  The last quarter of 2008 
saw in excess of 40+ members logging in for our regular sessions.  The seminars 
were excellent and I must thank Linda Millman, Shirley Bell and Bob Whitney for 
their hard work and dedication to making these online events a success.  

For our January session, we were fortunate to have Barbara Watt pre-
sent the Wire Fox Terrier.  There were 65 members logged in for this session!  That 
is a new record!  I must also thank Darle Heck for her hard work in putting together 
the presentation material and speakers notes with Barbara.  Darle could not be with 
us as she was travelling for a judging assignment. 



 
Our schedule for the first half of 2009 is as follows: 

February 24 - Finnish Lapphund with Gloria Beaudin 
March 24 - Pomeranian with Chris Heartz 
April 28 - Black Russian Terrier with TBD 
May 26 - Kerry Blue Terrier with France Gadbot 
June 23 - Basset Hound with Lou Bouman  

I am working on the second half of the year and will release the schedule once it 
is finalized.  Please contact me if you have any breeds or topics you would like ad-
dressed.  The Internet is an excellent opportunity to break down the barriers of dis-
tance.  I will be working with Swedish judge Kenneth Edh on a seminar as well as con-
tacting Paul Stanton.  If you come across someone in your travels who can add value 
to our programs based on their experience, please have them contact me and I will be 
more than happy to work with them to bring them "on-line".   

The plans for the 2009 CKC/CDJA Advanced Conference are underway.  The 
program is being developed and Carmen Battaglia has been confirmed as our keynote 
speaker.  The dates are Friday, November 6 to Sunday, November 8, 2009.  Please 
mark this in you calendar as it promises to be an excellent weekend full of learning and 
good friends.   

You, the members, are getting much better at sending me your update letters. It 
makes it quicker to get the changes made to your personal page on the website. You 
can fax (613-256-7107) or snail mail (a copy) them. You can even scan as jpgs and 
email them. To protect us all and the integrity of the website, I must, however, see the 
letter.  

For those who do not have a photo up yet – it would be a good time to 
send one with your renewal. Photos will re returned. Or, you can email one to me.  

We have a new supply of lapel pins @ $ 6.00 each. If you need a re-
placement badge, they are $ 15.00. When you order one, be sure to tell me if you want 
pin or magnet on the back.     

If your name is on the following list, this is your last newsletter. Mem-
bership renewals were due by the end of December. A short period of grace 
has been extended to all who had not renewed. Your membership has expired 
and your name has been dropped from the web page. 
Anne Bell    Lisa Haus   Merla Thompson 
Karen Doyle    Kim McKay   Lotus Tutton 
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“The Siberian Husky is a medium-sized working dog, light on his feet, free and 
graceful in action.”  

Origin and Development

 

It has been almost one hundred years since the Siberian was introduced into 
the western world via Alaska where they were first made famous through their racing 
prowess in the Alaska Sweepstakes. Leonard Seppala is the sled dog driver who is 
commonly accepted as the father of the Siberian Husky. He has been quoted as say-
ing “The Siberian Husky was originally called “Tshuktchi”, after a tribe of Eskimos in 
eastern Siberia. The breed was developed in Siberia before recorded history, and bred 
true to type in eastern Siberian. The oldest mention of the Siberian Husky that I know 
of dates back 500 years.” Seppala dominated sled dog racing from 1913 into the 
1930’s with his “Siberian rats”.  

The first known standard for the Siberian was written in 1930. In 1938 the Sibe-
rian Husky Club of America produced their first official version of the standard for the 
American Kennel Club. There was a lot of resistance from Canadian sled dog drivers 
to registering this breed in Canada but by 1939 the deed was done.   

General Appearance

 

“The Siberian Husky is a medium-sized working dog, light on his feet, free and graceful 
in action.”  

This opening statement under general appearance emphasizes the critical 
qualities that must be maintained in the Siberian Husky. He is not a heavy hauler like 
his cousin the Alaskan Malamute but “should be exceptionally active, quick and light 
on his feet, able to run in harness with a load at a speed of twenty miles an hour for 
short distances.” (1930 AKC Standard).  The desire to run and pull should be inherent. 

A Siberian Husky is a natural athlete and should be 
shown in good muscular condition. Poorly conditioned 
animals should not be rewarded. 
Another area of emphasis referred to in this section of the 
standard reminds us to keep in mind the “well-furred 
body, erect ears and brush tail” that reflect the Siberians 

northern heritage.  
6 Three Champion Snowmist Sisters 



Temperament

  
If you are looking for a lap dog this “independent spirit” is not the breed 

for you. While puppies can be very affectionate, adults are more often aloof with a take 
it or leave it attitude. Yes, they will run to meet you at the door but are quick to tire of 
any new arrival and wander off to their own space till dinner is ready. Siberians tend to 
get along very well in packs. This trait lends itself well to them working in sled dog 
teams. Their independent spirit has stood them in good stead when leading a team. 
Most dogs work under the direction of their handlers whereas with Siberians in a dog 
team it is more like a partnership. Lead dogs often need to make decisions about the 
trail that the driver cannot see. Many a dog driver has a tale of how they yelled at their 
leaders when they were sure they had missed a turn only to sheepishly realize the 
dogs were right. And by the way if you are looking for a guard dog, Siberians have 
been known to watch a burglar break in.  

Size

 

Males measure 21 – 23 ½ in (53 – 60 cm) and weigh between 45 – 60 lbs (20 – 27 kg). 
Bitches measure 20 – 22 in (51 – 56 cm) and weigh between 34 – 50 lbs (15 – 23 kg). 

These sizes and weights are for the mature Siberian adult. Keep in mind that 
unless a 23-½ inch male is in fit condition it will be very difficult for him to weigh in un-
der 60 lbs. When the Siberian Husky Club of Canada revised the standard to its cur-
rent format the Canadian Kennel Club asked us to drop the weight disqualification due 
to the difficulty of having approved scales for weighing dogs. The response across the 
country was a resounding no! This weight restriction has helped keep the Siberian as a 
medium sized dog. Note that males can easily be smaller then a good-sized female 
and neither should be penalized as they fall well within the parameters of the standard.  

Coat & Colour 

 

The northern heritage of this breed gave it the thick, soft, double coat required 
to survive. The undercoat is soft and dense covered by an outer coat of smooth guard 
hairs. This coat gives a well-furred appearance but should never in any way hide the 
outline of the dog. 

In the early years the predominant colours mentioned in the standard were 
listed as “All colors permissible pure white to black including many variations of grays 
and mixed wolf colourings” but by 1941 became more specific and added in “A large 
variety of markings, especially head markings are found in the Siberian – including 
many striking and unusual ones not found in any other breed. Frequently found are the 
cap-like mask, and spectacle markings”.   

Examples of different colours and markings 




