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Another show year begun— where does the time fly?  
As I write, it’s raining instead of snowing in central B.C. and 
there is no snow here.  Contrary to normal, we are hoping 
the snow gods will be supportive and allow the Olympics to 
happen with the snow that they need. Good luck to all our 
Canadian athletes!  

Thanks go out to Dawne Deeley for her in-depth arti-
cle on the Karelian Bear Dog, accompanied by excellent 
photos.  Also included in this issue is information from the 
Canadian Manchester Terrier Club  for all judges who are 
approved or interested in the Manchester Terrier (Toy and 
Standard), as well as information for the Vancouver Island 
Dog Judges Study Group’s popular two day seminar, held in 
April this year because of the Olympics.   

Planning for the 2010 CDJA/CKC Conference is well 
underway.  This year’s venue is Calgary, Alberta and the 
committee is hard at work planning what promises to be a 
good one, so mark your calendars!    

Until next time… 

This newsletter is published quarterly by the  CDJA              
  DEADLINE for SUBMISSIONS:    1st  Quarter- Jan. 31;   2nd 

Quarter - Apr. 30;   3rd Quarter- July 31; 4th Quarter - Oct. 31 

This newsletter is the official publication of the Canadian Dog Judges Association 
(CDJA).  The opinions expressed herein are those of the respective authors and not neces-
sarily those of the Editor or the Board of the CDJA.  The Editor reserves the right to rea-
sonably edit all material submitted for publication.  Permission to reprint is granted, pro-
vided proper credit is given to the author, the CDJA and the newsletter. 
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This message starts off a new year for CDJA – our 

13th – bound to be a lucky year for all. 

 

You will all have received my summaries of the last (Dec/09) CKC Board 
meeting.  New educational definitions,  clarification of moving breeds in judging 
schedule,   mentor, not sponsor, on new applications, new observer program near-
ing completion.   There were other non-judge issues, of course.  

There seems to be a growing desire for information about judges.  A top 
dog site has now posted bio information about all of us; Canadian Dog Digest is 
looking to re-institute the Judges gallery, magazines are doing interviews with 
judges.   While this trend at first seemed strange to me, I had to step back and re-
alize almost all of today’s exhibitors only know me as Mrs. T Brown, judge.  They 
weren’t around in the years we handled,  or bred Irish Setters, or showed our own 
dogs.  They certainly weren’t around when I was a teenager in Toronto learning all 
about this game.   May of this year will mark 50 years in pure bred dogs for me!!  
What a ride it has been.   So it is reasonable that people want to know – what I 
had, where I showed, how this judge got formed.   

The November Conference was a success – it was nice to see our mem-
bers at the AGM – and we actually realized a modest profit on the weekend.  
Thanks again to all those who put in the hours to bring it off, CDJA and CKC. This 
year’s Conference is in Calgary, November 13, 14, 2010.

  

April   will bring a new experience for me.  The St Lawrence Study Group is 
organizing a bilingual 101 -  Presentations will be made in French, materials in 
English, questions and discussions in the language posed.  Should be une journée  
intéressante.   

Please take the time to read the reports from our Committee chairs – par-
ticularly our Sponsor Liaison – Barbara Heal.   Education should be back on track 
shortly – Carmen is working to get the on-line seminars up and running.   Don’t for-
get to check the web site for notice of breed seminars – Allan posts every one that 
comes to him.     

If you are involved with the national breed specialty club, try to see if you 
can get a judge seminar as part of the specialty, or some ring side mentoring .  
This provides great opportunities to learn with a selection of live animals to look at.  
I wish you all a great 2010 – and in a few days.    GO CANADA GO !!   



An invoice was recently submitted to Purina for the year 2010. Unlike previous years, 
this sponsorship fee will be in effect for a period of 6 months only, commencing Janu-
ary 1-July 30, 2010. At the end of this time period, Purina will assess whether or not 
to continue their sponsorship with the CDJA based on their records as to the amount 
of support they receive from the CDJA. Should their records indicate a high percent-
age of CDJA members, Purina will continue as our sponsor for the remainder of the 
year and provide additional funding for the second half of the year. In the event that 
we are not successful, other options (sponsors) will be pursued in order for the CDJA 
to remain financially secure. However to prevent this from occurring, I would like to 
remind our members to either join up with Purina and/or send in their Purina weight 
circles on a regular basis so that Purina can assess with accuracy the actual number 
of CDJA members they have within their rebate program.    

Included with this report is an excerpt from Lauralee Camilleri, Breeder Services 
Group. 
“We need 27 more recruits with rebates. A minimum of 30 new members would meet 
our quota.  According to your website, you have 269 members. To make it simple, 
from all 30 members combined, we will need rebates totalling $400 which would repre-
sent 20% of the additional funding you requested for July-Dec 2010.  That works out to 
$13.30 in rebate from each member, or, 2- 40lb weight circles from each new member”.
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At the recent January CDJA Meeting, discussions took place surrounding the possi-
bility of renting booth space at the Purina/CKC Charity Event for March 2010. Given 
the short notice and the many unanswered questions, it was decided to support it 
with a catalogue ad instead. However there was considerable interest in having a 
CDJA presence at such a venue in the future. As Chair of Publicity, I suggested that 
an ad hoc Committee be formed to discuss this type of venture not only at the Charity 
Event but also perhaps at other notable shows across Canada. The Executive 
agreed to this and appointed me to Chair the ad hoc Committee. I have since ap-
proached Mr. Robert Whitney of Ontario, who initiated this idea, to sit on the Commit-
tee, in addition to Mrs. Valerie Hansen of Alberta. I am pleased to say that both par-
ties accepted. Additionally our President, Mrs. Thora Brown will sit as Ex Officio. Dis-
cussions have already commenced and a full report will be submitted to the Board at 
the next meeting in April 2010. 
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01 October to 31 December 2009

  

Balance Forward:   01 October 2009  $20 722.70 
Revenues:        $ 7060.92  

Expenses:     $3168.13 
Cash Balance:   31 December 2009  $24 615.49  

Investments under negotiation to be enforced February 2010.  

You, the members, are getting much better at sending me your update letters. It makes it 
quicker to get the changes made to your personal page on the website. You can fax (613-
256-7107) or snail mail (a copy) them. You can even scan as jpgs and email them. To pro-
tect us all and the integrity of the website, I must, however, see the letter.  

For those who do not have a photo up yet – it would be a good time to send one with your 
renewal. Photos will re returned. Or, you can email one to me.  

We have a new supply of lapel pins @ $ 6.00 each. If you need a replacement badge, they 
are $ 15.00. When you order one, be sure to tell me if you want pin or magnet on the back.  

If your name is on the following list, this is your last newsletter. Membership re-
newals were due by the end of December. A short period of grace has been extended 
to all who had not renewed. Your membership has expired and your name has been 
dropped from the web page.  

Leslie Belfit     Mary Spinelli 



HISTORY:  

 

“If Finland has a soul, that soul lives in Karelia.  When Finns have gone 
to war, it has concerned Karelia…the Winter War (‘Talvisota’) of 1939 -40 was 
fought to save Karelian land and has become a great cause celebre, but it was 
only one war out of some 200 which were fought for Finnish Karelia.  As a re-
sult of the settlement at the end of the Continuation War (‘Jatkosota’ – 1941-44) 
some 65,000 Karelian people died, 160,000 wounded, another 450,000 had to be 
re-settled.  True Karelia exists today as but a fragment of its former self – but 
the Karelian legacy is more than a lost homeland.”  (from “An Insight Guide to 
Finland”).               

The Karelian Bear Dog began over 2,000 years ago as a grey, wolf-like hunt-
ing spitz called the Komi or Zyrian Laika.  Basic stock originated from the areas 
around Lake Ladoga, Olonets and Russian Karelia, where they were used for a vari-
ety of game hunting.   The predominant colour of the original Komi dogs were black, 
grey or game-coloured, with the occasional white colour being the courtesy of Vogul 
or Samoyed dogs.  Selective breeding was begun in 1936, with the goal to create a 
sturdy, courageous big-game dog.  World War 2 decimated the breed, with many be-
ing destroyed by owners or released into the wild in order to escape capture by the 
Russians as war booty.  Breeding began again post-War with a gathering of 60 ani-
mals, of which 43 were used to form the Karelian Bear Dog of today.  The first stan-
dard was established in 1945, and the first dogs registered officially in 1946.  Today 
the breed is one of the most popular in Finland and enjoys great admiration in other 
Scandinavian countries for his health, longevity and hunting prowess.  Contrary to 
what the CKC standard says, the breed is most definitely NOT Russian!  


