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The fourth quarter issue—already!  This past year has 
flown by, and it’s hard to believe that I have been editor of this 
newsletter for four years.   

We’ve seen changes since then, primarily the fact that we 
now publish the newsletter on-line.  Not only does this method of 
delivery afford us full colour, it also archives the newsletter and 
allows for easy access of past issues. Now, we also have easy 
access to the breed articles in past newsletters, with articles from 
2008 now available on our seminars page.   

Thanks to Tom Alexander for an excellent article on the 
German Shorthair Pointer .  We would be remiss not to thank 
Steve Dainard and his hard working committee for the heroic ef-
forts to which they went to try to make a go of the Winnipeg Ad-
vanced Judges Conference.  Despite their best efforts, circum-
stances were against them and the conference was cancelled.  
As a result, the AGM was held in Abbotsford in conjunction with 
the Lower Mainland Dog Fanciers show and a report is in this 
newsletter. 

Since this is the last newsletter of the year, I shall take the 
opportunity to wish every member a happy, healthy holiday sea-
son and the best that 2009 has to offer.  

Until next time… 

Nancy Popovich   

This newsletter is published quarterly by the  CDJA              
  DEADLINE for SUBMISSIONS:    1st  Quarter- Jan. 31;   2nd 

Quarter - Apr. 30;   3rd Quarter- July 31; 4th Quarter - Oct. 31 

This newsletter is the official publication of the Canadian Dog Judges Association 
(CDJA).  The opinions expressed herein are those of the respective authors and not neces-
sarily those of the Editor or the Board of the CDJA.  The Editor reserves the right to rea-
sonably edit all material submitted for publication.  Permission to reprint is granted, pro-
vided proper credit is given to the author, the CDJA and the newsletter. 



 

I was not able to attend the September CKC Board meeting. I understand 
Mr Werle has established his committee to look into the “foreign substance” rule to 
see if it can/should be enforced or should it be repealed. (Thomas Alexander is the 
all breed judge Mr Werle added to the committee) Mr Hodgkinson had no report 
from the committee he is to chair on the issue of “docking & cropping” . I do not 
know whom he has appointed to serve on this committee. A proposed amendment 
that judges could not judge dogs they had bred, or were sired by their stud dogs 
was defeated. Some amendments to breed standards are to be published for com-
ment. I will be attending the December meeting. 

I have heard very little news on the FCI front. Mr Martinez has been ill and 
has not met with any CKC representatives, so I do not know what is apt to happen 
in the near future. The issue is on the November FCI agenda, so we will have to 
wait to see what action they might take. 

Purina, through our liaison Barbara Heal, has agreed to continue their sup-
port of the CDJA , but due to financial cutbacks within the company it will be for a 
lesser amount. 

The largest issue this summer has been the planned Conference in Winni-
peg. As you know, we found ourselves with no key speaker, and the decision was 
made to cancel the Conference. Steve Dainard tried more combinations and possi-
bilities than I imagined. Well done, Steve. He is already well under way with plans 
for 2009 in Ottawa. The AGM was held in conjunction with the Lower Mainland 
show last Sunday., with almost 30 members in attendance. A full report will appear 
elsewhere in the NL. 

As we come to the end of another year, I would like to wish you all a 
Healthy, happy 2009, with good friends and good dogs to judge. 

Overheard in a restaurant -   
Girl to boyfriend and waiter "What do you recommend?"  
Waiter "The mahi-mahi is excellent."  
Girl to waiter "Ummm like I'm not very hungry. Can I just have a mahi?" 
Waiter "No. It is mahi-mahi." 
Girl to boyfriend "Do you want the other mahi?'  

(Thanks to Pat Gilbert for this one—Editor) 3 



Treasurer’s Report  16 October 2008 – Third Quarter 2008 (01 Jul – 30Sep)

  

Balance Forward:      01 Jul 2008     $23 401.09  

Revenues             $     45.00  

Expenses       $   530.93  

Cash Balance:                      30 Sep 2008      $22 915.16

   

Variable Rate GIC Update  

VR GIC $10 732.44 Matures 30 Mar 2009 
VR GIC     5 000.00       “  05 Feb  2009 
VR GIC     5 000.00            “  05 Feb  2009 
VR GIC     7 933.74       “  19 Jan  2009 
VR GIC             16 019.54            “                18 Sep  2009       
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You, the members, are getting much better at sending me your update letters. It 
makes it quicker to get the changes made to your personal page on the website. You can fax 
(613-256-7107) or snail mail (a copy) them. You can even scan as jpgs and email them. To 
protect us all and the integrity of the website, I must, however, see the letter. 

For those who do not have a photo up yet – it would be a good time to send one with 
your renewal. Photos will re returned. Or, you can email one to me. 

We have a new supply of lapel pins @ $ 6.00 each. If you need a replacement 
badge, they are $ 15.00. When you order one, be sure to tell me if you want pin or magnet 
on the back. 

I have been getting some response about the magnets (to replace the pins) for your 
badges. If you want one, they are $ 2.30. You could even mail a cheque when you send your 
renewal. 

Membership renewals are in the mail. I received 80 renewals last week. Renewals 
are due by December 31 (treat it like a closing date). I would REALLY like to have all the 
renewals in by December 31 (This would be a first for the organization)  



 

The annual report has just been submitted and I do not want to be redundant.  
The Lower Mainland Dog Fanciers has not only agreed to host our AGM but has also 
been generous enough to allow CDJA members to have complimentary admission to 
their shows.  

It appears that Purina has agreed to continue a limited sponsorship of our or-
ganization.  With budget cuts, there was a concern that all sponsorship would be 
withdrawn. Hopefully, in the future full sponsorship can be reinstated.  A Plaque to 
recognize their past support will be presented to them at our AGM.   

At this time, we are looking to developing additional ties with corporations that 
are not limited to dog food.  I encourage the feedback and input of members in re-
gards to sponsorship of our organization.  

We are continuing to write articles for “Canine Review” Magazine from a stand 
point of issues that affect judges. The editor has been generous in allowing us the 
license to develop our own topics. 
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While watching the Group or BIS judging as a spectator, how do you respond 
when asked, “Whom you think will win”?   

Judges must remember to be ever vigilant in this type of situation. Regardless of 
the fact that you may or may not agree with another judges’ decision, it is best to 
keep your comments to yourself. However if asked directly for an opinion, re-
sponses such as, “there are several good dogs in the ring but only the officiating 
judge has the best view of all." In other words without having your hands on the 
dogs, it is not possible to see the fine points while standing at ring side as a specta-
tor. Judges should remember that comments whether positive or negative can and 
most likely will be repeated. In the end it is best to follow the Policy & Procedure 
Code of Ethics that states, “judges should be aware that, even when not actually 
engaged in judging, their comportment must reflect their position with the sport of 
dogs”. 



 

The rapidly changing needs of the 18th-19th century German hunting sport 
spawned the German Shorthaired Pointer as a breed. Hunting had become available 
not only to the wealthy but also to the common man.  

The objective was to develop one dog capable in every aspect of hunting. There 
was a saying “a man hunting with three dogs had NO dog”. This dog would have 
scenting ability to locate and point game at a reasonable distance for a hunter on foot. 
It would possess the willingness to retrieve fur or feather on land or water. It would be 
courageous to destroy predators and have the ability to scent the trail of a wounded 
animal. It would also be of sound temperament to protect its’ people and home.  

Early photographs depict the German Shorthaired  Pointer as heavier and 
houndier than those of today. The Germans were said to have crossed the old Spanish 
Pointer with the Hounds of St. Hubert. In the 1870’s the Germans were very divided 
between those that believed the GSP should resemble the early German Pointer with 
round ears and Roman nose showing the hound influence , and those that believed 
performance was more important , thus favoring the English Pointer influence. Per-
formance won out and the Germans turned to the English Pointer for their speed, agil-
ity and wind scenting “high nose’ ability. The result was a more attractive lighter built, 
longer legged dog, more closely resembling the GSP of today. Most acknowledge the 
GSP as the result of crossing the old Spanish Pointer, English Foxhound, German 
Tracking Hound and English Pointer.  

TYPE

 

Correct type details give the GSP a structure or 
conformation suitable for being a versatile hunter, 
all purpose gun dog capable of high performance 
in field and water. Sound mind and body are as 
essential as “type” details. The dog should ap-
pear aristocratic, with a look of intelligence and 
animation. The well balanced dog is preferable to 
one with outstanding good qualities but serious 
defects. The understanding of what makes a dog 
look distinctly like a GSP and differentiate it from 
other breeds , even though it may share some of their characteristics, is what breed 
type is all about. 
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