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It seems like just yesterday that I was commenting on 
the Vancouver Island Group’s February seminar, and in the 
blink of an eye, this year’s seminar is now history.  This was 
my third year attending and I must say, despite the fact that 
the first one was great, they just keep getting better.  I’m al-
most afraid to say that for fear that there won’t be room next 
year, so I shall be booking early!  Culinary master Mr. Mac-
Donald kept us happily well fed (thanks for the cookies, Ed) 
and as usual this group’s hospitality is second to none.  On 
Saturday night, Dawn Deeley was presented with a heartfelt 
gift for her contributions towards enabling us to see some of 
the rare breeds first-hand.  

Longtime Maltese exhibitor and fancier, Gerry Taylor 
shares her knowledge on this lovely breed, and we thank 
her for sharing with us.  

I would be remiss not to thank those who have 
agreed to write breed articles for us (past, present and fu-
ture).  Their dedication and unselfish wish for better under-
standing of the subtleties of their breeds is greatly appreci-
ated.  We can look forward to some very interesting articles 
in the near future, to join the wonderful articles that we’ve 
been privileged to publish thus far.   

Until next time… 

Nancy Popovich   

This newsletter is published quarterly by the  CDJA              
  DEADLINE for SUBMISSIONS:    1st  Quarter  - Jan. 31;   2nd 

Quarter - Apr. 30;   3rd Quarter  - July 31; 4th Quarter  - Oct. 31 

This newsletter is the official publication of the Canadian Dog Judges Association 
(CDJA).  The opinions expressed herein are those of the respective authors and not neces-
sarily those of the Editor or the Board of the CDJA.  The Editor reserves the right to rea-
sonably edit all material submitted for publication.  Permission to reprint is granted, pro-
vided proper credit is given to the author, the CDJA and the newsletter. 



  

I hope you are all well and have survived the ravages 
of this winter and now the forces of the Spring.  Mother Na-
ture seems to be having her way with Canada. 

I am really pleased to see so many of our regional groups being so active.  
Do check out the Regional reports to see what is going on across the country.  
Don’t forget to check the seminar listing on the CDJA site for information on semi-
nars given in conjunction with specialties and shows.  

Elsewhere in the Newsletter you will find my summary of the March CKC 
Board meeting.  There were several judge/show issues dealt with or referred. 

As for FCI – nothing new – you have seen the statement that the ban is lifted 
until December 31, 2008, pending outcome of negotiations.  CKC Board had a con-
ference call and, as I reported, decided this was not acceptable and that, as previ-
ously decided,  no further discussions on the Memorandum of Understanding would 
take place until the judge ban was lifted completely.   It was decided that no action 
would be taken against judges from FCI member countries at this time.   

CDJA Letter on tails.  I wrote the EOC & Standards Committee with the sug-
gestion of adding docked tails to the existing policy dealing with cropped ears.  It 
was referred to the Legislation Committee.  This committee did not deal with it as it 
was not on their agenda but will deal with it before the June meting.  There has 
been quite a reaction in some breed clubs as a result.  It has been felt we (CDJA) 
are trying to eliminate tail docking.  Quite the contrary!!    I have been busy telling 
people that it was simply a request for assistance for judges now faced with natural 
tailed dogs.  Breed clubs should be encouraged to provide judges with a  prefer-
ence, if there is one, and/or a description of an acceptable natural tail.     Legisla-
tion Committee is looking at the 2 sections in Policy dealing with cropping & dock-
ing.   

The June CKC Board meeting is the AGM meeting for this year.  It is to be 
held in Regina .  The Board meting is Thursday & Friday, June 12 & 13, and the 
AGM is Saturday June 14. I will be unable to attend as I will be in Australia.  Here is 
your chance to see the Board in action.  Please try to attend the AGM on Saturday. 

I received a letter from John Werle, CKC Director for Saskatchewan.  He 
wrote of the financial concerns of many small clubs, particularly with the growing 
travel costs for judges.  He asked that “you encourage the CDJA Membership to fly 
via WestJet whenever it is practical, and particularly if cost savings can be gained.”  
My reply was:“At the present time, I believe all participants in conformation shows 
are sadly aware of the growing financial difficulties faced by many clubs.  …This 
having been said,  all contractual arrangements are squarely between the club and 
judge; CDJA has no role in whatever elements are agreed to by the two parties … 



Unfortunately, Carmen’s report was lost in the avalanche of emails received in my 
absence.  My apologies to Carmen—her report will be sent  separately—Editor 

WestJet is not a practical choice for many.  Neither their fares nor their 
schedules are consistently better than other air line choices. I can draw this option 
to the attention of our members  in my next President’s message, but, please re-
member,  they are entirely free to opt for the airline that best fulfills their needs.”    

I hope you have looked at the new search format on the web.  I have had 
some very positive comments from members and clubs.  

Our planned Boxer seminar met with some technical gremlins and is being 
re-scheduled.  You will be notified of the new date.   

You find a Summary from CDJA Exec Meeting April 16, 2008 elsewhere in 
the Newsletter.  

I understand a number of judges are planning to attend the World Show in 
Stockholm in July,  If you are going, could you let me know.  I would like to arrange 
for a group photo for our records.  Till next time,  

Val Hansen of Alberta posed this question.  What is your reaction? 
The following questions are asked because as everyone knows, people on 

the prairies travel great distances in the course of the show year, and indeed, travel 
all over the prairies (and BC) regularly, thinking nothing of driving anywhere up to 
17+ hours to get to a show.   

Question # 1, 2 parts: 

 

You are asked to judge at 2 locations within 4 weeks of each other, in the same 
prairie province,  where there are limited shows compared to Ontario.  The 2 loca-
tions are 306 miles apart.  Even though the distance is outside of the time & dis-
tance (actually only outside the distance), would you consider it 
(a)  ethical to accept the 2nd assignment, 
(b)  fair to either of the clubs involved?   

Question # 2

  

What would your opinion be if the time & distance regulations were changed to 
more than 90 days and less than 250 miles? 



We are still moving forward on the CKC/CDJA advanced judges institute to 
be held in Winnipeg, MB on November 1 and 2.  David Markus has graciously 
agreed to be the event coordinator and I'm sure he will do an excellent job.  The 
schedule is currently being finalized and will be posted in the August Official Sec-
tion.  We had some technical difficulties with the recent Boxer presentation due to 
software glitches that the vendor is working on improving and they have assured me 
that they will have a resolution soon and we will be up and running again.  They 
have incorporated some improvements that need tweaking.  I'm sure they can get 
this ironed out quickly and get us back up and running.  The response and support 
for the online seminars has been excellent.  I would like to thank Shirley Bell for all 
of her hard work to date and I look forward to rescheduling her session as it is excel-
lent and will be a wonderful learning experience for everyone. 

Balance Forward:      31 Dec 2007     $14 706.82  

Revenues                              $21 208.73  

Expenses       $11 829.81  

Cash Balance:       31 March 2008      $24 085.74

   

Variable Rate GIC Update  

VR GIC $10 732.44 Matures 30 Mar 2009 
VR GIC     5 000.00       “  05 Feb  2009 
VR GIC     5 000.00            “  05 Feb  2009 
VR GIC     7 933.74       “  19 Jan  2009  

The decision to roll over the $10K coming due into two $5K amounts was fulfilled, at  
prime 2.5% for each.  
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QUESTION: What should a judge do if an exhibitor presents you with a letter from 
their vet, explaining why their dog has had its testicle removed? The same could 
also be applied to the removal of teeth, dewclaws, etc.   

ANSWER: I would explain that I am required to judge the dog as I see it on the day. 
A judge has no way of verifying the authenticity of the letter or even if it was for the 
dog in question. While some standards do address "honorable scars", there is no 
provision for cause of absence in any standard. A dog shown with a DQ must be 
disqualified.  

If you want the quickest possible updating of your personal page on the web site, send me by 
snail mail or fax ((613) 256-7107) your letters from CKC. I can not accept just an email 
saying "I have a new permit". To protect myself and the integrity of the web site, I MUST 
see the letters. Once I have the information, it gets posted, often this is well before it ap-
pears in Dogs in Canada. Other updates (photo, bio, etc.) can be sent to me at any time. If 
you send a photo it will be returned. If you send it by email, I would prefer smaller than 1 
mg and at least 200 x 200 pixels.  

We have lapel pins available at $ 6.00 and replacement badges (with pin or magnet) at $ 
15.00.  

Our membership now stands at 262. The names of our newest members are in this newsletter 
along with any changes to member information. 

In 2005, the CDJA welcomed Purina as its official sponsor. In the original cor-
respondence, reference was made to the fact that I had hoped it would be a long 
and “productive future between Purina and the CDJA”. I am pleased to report that 
this will be the fourth year of our association with Nestle Purina PetCare, Inc.  

Not only has Purina supported the CDJA financially but have also provided 
numerous promotional items for the AGM meetings in addition to supporting the vari-
ous Regional Study Groups across Canada. Please do not hesitate to contact me 
should your Study Group require material for an upcoming seminar. I can be 
reached at: <bheal@ripnet.com>  6 



1. Dates of next Board meetings were changed:  September to 27 & 28  (request Bennett) December to 6 
& 7 (request Campbell)  

2. Correspondence  
From CDJA opposing the establishment of any list of judges for FCI approval 

3. CEO Report – It was a very good year - $386,000 surplus;   Foundation official; Apex doing well; only 
5% opted for OS only;  

4. Motion for registration of foreign born Dachshunds to match current practice. Carried 
5. Motion referred to Conformation Council that when there is a judge change at a limited entry show, any 

withdrawals may be replaced by entries originally turned away because show was full.  
6. Motion referred to Conformation Council adding to description of which dogs a judge may not judge 

(  bred, sired by his dog, ) 
7. Motion for Reserve BIS – 2nd placing dog no longer to be called back. 
8. CSR 14.1.2. (excuse/DQ for threatening etc) sentences re-arranged.  No change in actual text. 
9. Motion dealing with management of bank accounts in each Zone for Juniors. 
10. CDJA suggestion for adding “docked tails” to existing policy on “cropped ears” - referred to Legisla-

tion Committee.  
11. Motion to ban judges from FCI countries as of June 1/08 tabled to June meeting pending outcome of 

FCI meeting April 2 & 3/08 
12. For National Clubs, the requirement for national representation may be from Executive & Directors, 

and vote may be national not just by Zone.  
13. P & P amended to add Xolo & American Eskimo & Schnauzer to list of breeds of 3 sizes, where ap-

proval for one gives approval for all. 
14. Appeal Committee appointed– M Catton; A Dibley; G Forsythe; D Moore; L Savoie 
15. Audit Committee appointed – Lyn Champagne, NS.  Also appointed Chair 
16. Foundation – decided not to appoint at this time but to re-advertise for more names 
17. Expressed confidence and support of the Apex management 
18. Discussion of FCI situation led to motion (under new business) for CEO to contact by phone FCI im-

mediately following their meeting (Apr 2 & 3) for results. Chair to arrange teleconference for Board by 
April 27 to deal with any necessary action (ie ban on FCI country judges) if there is no change in FCI 
position. 

19. Motion to create committee of members, 1 CDJA, 1 CPHA to review rules on “foreign substance” ; 
should they be scrapped or new methods to enforce – after much discussion re costs, who should be on 
committee– postponed indefinitely 

20. Motion to create committee to review the allocation of show dates – also discussion re costs & make up 
-  also postponed till June 

21. BSL Committee to change name to Responsible Dog Ownership Committee – carried 
22. Mmotion allowing for parentage testing for registration of multi sire litters, need for DNA testing, fees 
23. Notice of motion that the Chihuahua Club of Canada is proposing action re Merle Chihuahuas in shows.   

Given that our newsletter gives permission to recopy (with appropriate acknowledgements) we have 
no way of stopping this from happening in ‘hard’ copy.  Therefore, I would like to propose that: 

The articles in question remain in imbedded in the newsletter for the duration of the 3 month 
quarter that issue is posted.  

Articles will be uploaded separately and posted only after the new quarter issue has been posted 
and the retiring issue goes into archives. 

At the present time, the website is available to all who wish to access its contents.  Given the 
CDJA’s commitment to continuing education, it would seem appropriate to continue to allow 
our seminar material accessible to those who seek it out.    

(CDJA Executive Meeting Summary Continued) 

7 




