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Spring has sprung and summer shows are just 
around the corner.    

Many thanks to Doug Windsor for his in-
sightful article on the delightful Flat Coat Retriever.  
Thanks also, to the members of the CDJA Executive and 
Regional Directors for their many contributions  through-
out the year.   

The Vancouver Island Judges Study Group held 
their two-day conference on the April 16th weekend.  
Once again, it was a most enjoyable experience.  Photos 
of some of the attendees are included in this newsletter.   

The CDJA/CKC conference is set for November in 
Calgary.  The committees are working hard to make this 
conference the best ever, so please put this conference 
on your calendars.      

Until next time… 

This newsletter is the official publication of the Canadian Dog Judges Association 
(CDJA).  The opinions expressed herein are those of the respective authors and not 
necessarily those of the Editor or the Board of the CDJA.  The Editor reserves the 
right to reasonably edit all material submitted for publication.  Permission to reprint 
is granted, provided proper credit is given to the author, the CDJA and the newsletter. 
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This will be a particularly short report from me.  Many of my items will 
be covered by the respective Executive members so look for:  

our new venture – a booth that Barb Heal is organizing  

a bilingual 101 was run quite successfully  - Mike Lanctot – Merci beau-
coup!  

Vancouver Island Group had another successful 2 day  seminar.  

I have written a separate notice about non CKC shows using CKC judges.   

I cannot offer my usual report on the March CKC Board meeting – one I  
would dearly love to have been at, and have asked anyone there to send me 
something. But alas no one has sent me a report.  I think we have all heard 
the big news regarding the CKC financial position.  I will definitely be at the 
June meeting and will provide a detailed report in a special message follow-
ing that meeting.  

Plans are moving on nicely for the Annual CDJA/CKC Conference to be  
held in Calgary, November 13 & 14, 2010.  A Working Dog Theme is in place 
for this year, augmented by CKC issues,  general judge concerns and more. 

I’m still working on coordinating some on-line seminars. Steve Dainard 
and I have been a bit challenged in trying to get together. 

Arrangements for the Calgary conference is progressing well. The con-
ference will be held at the Sheraton Hotel near the airport in Calgary on Nov. 
13-14. Jean Fournier is the Keynote Speaker.  



Jean Fournier, of Calhoun, GA, acquired her first Siberian Husky in 1968. Her 
Toko Siberians have won Best in Show, national specialties and many group placements. 
An experienced sled-dog driver, Jean and her champion team won the Siberian Husky 
Club of America’s coveted Working/Showing Trophy in 1973. Other parent club honors 
include the Peggy Grant Memorial Trophy for Good Sportsmanship and Honorary Lifetime 
Membership. She served as her club’s President, Secretary, Board member and chaired 
numerous committees. 
Jean is approved to judge the Sporting, Working, Herding, Non-Sporting and Toy Groups, 
Junior Showmanship, and Best in Show. She has judged over 75 national and local spe-
cialty shows in all approved groups, including 30 countries. Jean has judged four Siberian 
Husky Club of America national specialties, four Westminster Kennel Club shows, four 
AKC/Eukanuba National Championships and three World Dog Shows.        

An award-winning writer and editor, Mrs. Fournier 
has contributed to three published books on Siberians, and to most of the country’s top 
dog magazines. Her definitive CD Rom on the Siberian Husky was nominated by the Dog 
Writer’s Association of America.          

Jean is a past President of the Dog Judges Association of America and presently 
serves on the board of the American Dog Show Judges Association. She has received 
Lifetime Memberships from the Farmington Valley Kennel Club (CT) and the Connecticut 
River Working Group Club of which she is a founding member.            

Jean Fournier: will be presenting the 
following topics: 

1.Siberian Husky  
2. Overview of the working group  
3. Specialty critiques for CKC/AKC style shows  
4. Ring Management: 

          Judging by 10’s” system for judging large specialties  
           Differences in judging in Canada and the US  
          How judges deal with stewards   

Additional topics by various presenters:  

1.Interactive discussion on dealing with disabled exhibitors 
2. English Cocker by Ginny Lyne  
3.  Ring situations,  an interactive approach 
4. How to organize and turn in the Educational portfolio.  Clarification of  
what CKC will consider acceptable. 

          5. Breed presentations TBA  

More details about the breed presentations will follow as they are firmed up.   

Educational requirements and info for Permit Judges (Friday Night) I would like this to 
be a question and answer time for permit people with Elio Furlan. Meet & Greet to fol-
low for those not needing permit info.  

A special Thanks to the Calgary Judges’ Study Group for their most capable on site man-
agement.  Hope to see all of you there. 



 

Following the last Executive. Meeting, an ad hoc Committee was struck by 
myself to assess the viability of setting up a booth at various dog shows. The ad hoc 
Committee consisted of Bob Whitney, Valerie Hansen and Thora Brown as ex-officio. 
The reasoning behind this is to increase the awareness of the CDJA amongst the 
dog fancy. There are still many exhibitors who are unaware of the existence of the 
CDJA and most importantly, its mandate…Judge's Education. The CDJA has an ex-
cellent Website which has many functions that can assist not only our judges but 
Clubs and exhibitors alike. Clubs are encouraged to avail themselves of these re-
sources and invited to contact our Club Secretary, Barbara Watt, 
<plawsworth@shaw.ca> when your club is hosting a Specialty. As judges we are al-
ways looking for ways to increase our knowledge and what better way than with ring-
side mentoring!   

However it would appear that we need more than just a Website to make our 
presence known. It is for this reason that the CDJA will be setting up a booth at the 
Arnprior Kennel Club show the weekend of May 7, 8 & 9th. There will be a power 
point presentation that delves into the history of the CDJA as well as hard copy pho-
tos from past seminars and AGM's, in addition to flyers and hand outs. Should this 
first venture prove successful, it will be repeated at various show locations across 
Canada or perhaps at future AGM's. To expand on this, I would ask any of our mem-
bers to send me pictures that they may have from previous AGM's or Regional Study 
Group sessions.  On this note I would like to take this opportunity to thank Allan and 
Thora Brown for supplying some of the pictures. A special thanks must also be ex-
tended to our Archivist, Doreen Marsh who rushed out several great photos going as 
far back as 2000!      

The Canadian Dog Digest continues to support the CDJA by providing us with the 
opportunity to to have guest writers for their monthly features. They are also very en-
couraging of our Permit judges and have created a Q&A section for judges. Previous 
months have featured a Q&A with Saluki breeder, Star White in the Hound issue. We 
were also honoured to have Dr. John Reeve-Newson respond to a Q&A as a judge at 
the the Westminster dog show. Next up will be Judi Elford of Vanderbilt Samoyeds, 
as she shares her experience as a breeder/judge while attending the DfsCrufts dog 
show to which it is now referred. In addition to the Canadian Dog Digest, Carmen 
Haller continues to write excellent articles for the Canine Review.  

4 



5 

January 01 to March 31st, 2010

  

Balance Forward       $24 615.49  

Revenues   $47 071.18 
Expenses   $25 958.69  

Cash Balance         31 March 2010    $45 727.98  

GIC’s matured and reinvested Variable Rate at Prime        $25 000.00  

Interest between 03 Feb 2009 and 02 Feb 2010  $451.95  

If you want the quickest possible updating of your personal page on the web site, 
send me by snail mail or fax ((613) 256-7107) your letters from CKC. I can not 
accept just an email saying "I have a new permit". To protect myself and the in-
tegrity of the web site, I MUST see the letters. Once I have the information, it 
gets posted, often this is well before it appears in Dogs in Canada. Other up-
dates (photo, bio, etc.) can be sent to me at any time. If you send a photo it will 
be returned. If you send it by email, I would prefer smaller than 1 mg and at least 
200 x 200 pixels.  

We have lapel pins available at $ 6.00 and replacement badges (with pin or magnet) 
at $ 15.00.  

Our membership now stands at 264. The names of our newest members are in this 
newsletter along with any changes to member information.   



 
At the last CDJA Executive meeting, it was pointed out that there is a new 

organization running all breed dog shows in Canada.  This appears to be privately 
run and is not affiliated with any international dog association.  Its rules seem to fol-
low those of the CKC. We are all aware of the Rare Breed shows, as well as CCF, 
loosely affiliated with FCI, and the ARG, based in the United States.    

The Executive expressed concern that at a time when CKC needs support in 
every way from its members, these other organizations could be drawing entries 
away from CKC shows.  Rare breed shows have a definite role in our Canadian 
show scene as they give new breeds a chance to be seen, a chance for judges and 
other exhibitors to learn about these breeds, and for those exhibitors to learn about 
shows in a general sense.  Shows where dogs are individually critiqued and graded 
also offer a separate and meaningful experience for exhibitor and judge. However, 
the Executive felt any show run on CKC lines with no meaningful difference in 
breeds presented nor in the manner of operation was to the detriment of CKC 
shows.              

It was hoped that all CDJA members would think seriously about the implica-
tions of supporting such shows if invited to judge there. At a time when many of our 
local CKC clubs are struggling to remain solvent, paying costs for show accommo-
dation, fees & expenses for judges, printing costs, it could be seen as unfair for a 
judge, trained and licensed under the CKC system, to offer his services free, for 
minimal expenses, to an outside organization.       

I would encourage the members of CDJA to consider seriously not participat-
ing in such events as judges.  

Thora Brown, President 

It has come to my attention that not all of our members are aware that the Bra-
zilian Kennel Club has refused to approve Canadian judges.   

This ban has resulted from a registration issue between CKC and the Brazilian 
Kennel Club.  Early in 2010 registration of some Brazilian dog (s) was refused by 
CKC due to lack of proper documentation.  Under the ByLaws of the CKC , foreign 
registries must supply certain pedigree information.  Any country may apply to be-
come a recognized registry by supplying the required materials,  and the list is long of 
those countries.  CKC requested the BKC supply the necessary materials (stud book 
etc) for recognition under our ByLaws.  The BKC did not provide the necessary mate-
rial and accordingly,  the registrations could not be processed.   The BKC then chose 
to ban Canadian judges.  Several Canadian judges had assignments, already ap-
proved by the BKC, cancelled.— Thora Brown, President 



The Flat-coated Retriever should resemble neither a scrawny Labrador 
Retriever nor a black Golden Retriever (Figure 1). The silhouette is 
unique to this Breed  (Figure 2) being shared somewhat with the Curly-
coated Retriever. The head (Figure 3) is also unique and quite different 
from both the Labrador Retriever and the Golden Retriever!  That being 
said a young Flat-coat, because the breed matures very slowly, could be 
mistaken for a really poor quality field type Labrador Retriever at first 
glance! 
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This breed is recognized by the Ca-
nadian Kennel Club as one of only six 
breeds considered to be indigenous to Can-
ada. The breed was developed in the mid 
1800’s in England from the St. John’s Water 
dog (imported from Canada) and crosses 
with black setters, sheepdogs and spaniels. 
Because there is little difference between 
field and show Flat-coats they should all be 
physically capable of doing a day’s work in 
the field.  

The Flat-coated Retriever combines 
substance and strength with elegance and 
refinement. So important is the concept of 
elegance that it is mentioned numerous 
times in the standard and shares this char-
acteristic with only one other Retriever, the 
Curly-coated Retriever.   

The most distinctive features of this 
Breed are the silhouette (moving as well as 
standing), head type, coat and character. I 
will attempt to describe each one of these 
areas in detail. 

Correct silhouette for a 
Golden Retriever 

Correct silhouette for a  
Flat Coat Retriever 

Correct Flat Coat  
Retriever Head 



The typical Flat-coated Retriever has a proud carriage, waving tail and an over-all 
look of quality, strength, style and symmetry. Quality of structure, balance and har-
mony of all parts both standing and in 
motion are essential.  

In silhouette, the typical Flat-
coat  should have a long neck which 
flows smoothly into well-laid-back 
shoulders. A level topline with a deep 
and long rib cage and a moderate 
tuck-up create an impression of a 
blunted triangle. The brisket is well-
developed and the forechest forms a 
prominent prow. The Flat-coat is well 
proportioned, strong but elegant, 
never lacking in length of body or 
length of leg. In proportion the Labra-
dor Retriever standard calls for an al-
most square dog measured from the 
forechest to the buttocks. The Golden Retriever requests a slightly longer dog in a 
ratio of 11:12 (height to length). Generally, Flat-coat breeders prefer a slightly 
longer dog in the ratio of 11:13 provided that the topline remains level. The Cana-
dian Standard does not fault larger or smaller specimens as long as the correct ele-
gant outline is retained.  

For the judge, if the dog resembles a black Golden Retriever in outline it is 
not typical, nor correct for the Breed and should not be rewarded with higher wins! 
The Flat-coat head (Figure 5) is unique to the breed and is often referred to as a 
“one-piece head”. It is long, clean but substantial giving the impression of the skull 
and muzzle being cast in one piece and free from exaggerations of stop or cheek. 
The muzzle is long strong and deep and nearly equal in length to the skull. The 
skull is fairly flat and of moderate breadth. A head with as much stop as a Golden 
or Labrador Retriever is highly undesirable. The muzzle and back skull should be 
approximately equal in length and should be in parallel planes (Figure 6). A back 
skull that drops off towards the occiput is not preferred or typical (Figure 7). A scis-
sors bite is preferred however a level bite is acceptable. The eyes are almond 
shaped, brown or hazel in colour, never large, round or protruding with a tight lower 
eyelid. The ears are relatively small and well set on.  


